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 Personal Details  
 

 Web page 
 williamolivercoleman.com 
 

 Date of Birth 
 
6 November 1959. 
 

Academic Qualifications 
 
 1981 Bachelor of Economics (First Class Hons)  University of Sydney 
 1985 Master of Science (Economics)    London School of Economics
 1989 Doctor of Philosophy    London School of Economics  
 

 PhD Thesis Title 
 

Prices and Interest Rates in the United Kingdom, 1870-1982: Tests of Some Simple 
Walrasian Models, London School of Economics, 1989 
 

   

 Appointments 
 
  
 2020-2022  Adjunct Professor, University of Notre Dame Australia. 
 
 2002-2022      School of Economics, The Australian National University. (Reader 

from 2006)   
 
 2012   Oliver Smithies Fellow, Balliol College, Oxford. 
 
 
 2003   University of Cambridge: Faculty of Economics and Politics, 

   Lecturer       
  
` 1991 - 2002  University of Tasmania: Economics Department, Lecturer and  

   Senior Lecturer (from 1993) 
 
 1988-1991  Victoria University of Wellington: Economics Department,  

   Lecturer 
 
 1987 -1988  University of Exeter: Economics Department, Tutorial Fellow 
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 1986 -1987  London School of Economics: Economics Department, Part-time 
   Tutorial Fellow  

 
1982-1984 Reserve Bank of Australia: Research Department, Research 

Officer.  
 
1981   Part-time Tutor, University of Sydney 

 
 
 Visiting Appointments 
 
 2011   Visiting Research Fellow, Reserve Bank of Australia 
 
 2010    University of Adelaide: School of Economics. 
 
 2003   University of Bristol: Department of Economics  
 
 1999   Duke University: Department of Economics 
 

1995 Australian National University: Department of Economic History. 
 
 
 

 Academic Awards and Distinctions 
 

 
2007: Bruce McComish Prize for Economic History  
 
2003: Outstanding Academic Title of 2003 award from Choice: Current Review of 
 Academic Books  
 
1996 Winner of the (U.S.) History of Economics Society Award for the Best Article  
 on the History of Economics in 1996. 
 
1982: British Council Commonwealth Scholarship (for MSc and PhD at the LSE) 
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Research 
 
Overview 
 
Summary of Outputs 
 
Since the commencement of his academic career William Coleman has authored or co-
authored, a total of 2,700 published pages in refereed journals and books, including  

• 31 refereed journal papers  

• 9 books (of which 4 co-authored) 

• 13 book chapters, 11 encyclopaedia entries, and 42 book reviews 

• 3 prizes/awards 
  

  
  
Research Awards and Distinctions 

 
2012: Oliver Smithies Fellowship, Balliol College, Oxford. 
 
2006:  Winner of the Bruce McComish Prize for Economic History † 
 
2003: Outstanding Academic Title of 2003 award from Choice: Current Review of 
 Academic Books, of the American Library Association. ‡ 
 
1997 Winner of the (U.S.) History of Economics Society Award for the Best Article  

 on the History of Economics in 1996. 
 

 
† With Selwyn Cornish and Alf Hagger, and for Giblin’s Platoon. 
‡ Economics and Its Enemies (Palgrave Macmillan, 2002). 
 “How Theory Came to English Classical Economics”, Scottish Journal of Political Economy, 
42, May 1996, pp207-28 
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Publications 
 
 Scholarly Books 

 

Their Fiery Cross of Union: A Retelling of the Creation of the Australian Federation, 
1889-1914 
Connor Court, 2021 
 
Campus Meltdown: The Deepening Crisis in Australian Universities 
[Editor, and contributor of one chapter] 
Connor Court, 2019 
 
Only in Australia: The History, Politics and Economics of Australian 
Exceptionalism 
[Editor, and contributor of three chapters.] 
Oxford University Press 
2016 
 
The Political Economy of Wages and Unemployment 
A neoclassical exploration 
Edward Elgar 
2010  
  
 
The Causes, Consequences and Compensations of Inflation 
An investigation of three problems in monetary theory 
Edward Elgar 
2007  
 
Giblin’s Platoon: The Trials and Triumph of the Economist in Australian Public 
Life (with Selwyn Cornish and Alf Hagger) 

 ANUEpress 
 2006 
 
 Economics and Its Enemies,  
 The story of two centuries of anti-economics 
 Palgrave, x, 313 p 
 2002 
  
  Revised paper back edition, June 2004 
 
  Chinese translation June 2006, (Century Publishing Group of    
  Shanghai) 
 
  
 Rationalism and Anti-Rationalism in the Origins of Economics,  
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 The philosophic roots of 18th century economic thought 
 Edward Elgar, viii, 177p  
 1995 
 
 
 Generalist Books 
  

Exasperating Calculators: the Rage Against Economic Rationalism and the 
Campaign against Australian Economists (with Alf Hagger),  
Macleay Press, 336 p.  
2001. 

 
  
 Text Books 
 
 Money and Finance in Australia (with Bruce Felmingham), Irwin, 1994 
 
   
 Papers in Refereed Journals 
  

2020 ‘Federation without affirmation: A sketch of a revisionist program of research 
into ‘1901’’ , Agenda: A Journal of Policy Analysis and Reform, 27(1), pp. 87-104 

 
2018 ‘Was Federation Uniting or Dividing? The Impact of the Customs Union of 1901 
on Australian Trade Relationships’, Economic Papers, 37(3). 

 

 2017 ‘Weighing the Significance of World War I for the Australian Economy’, Australian 
Economic Review, 50(3), pp 278–293 
 
2014: ‘Theorising Optimal Population Between the Wars: the Contribution of 
Australian Economists’ History of Economics Review, 57, Winter,  
 
2013 ‘What Was New about Neoliberalism?’, Economic Affairs, 33(1), 78-92. 
  
2010 ‘When Expansionary Fiscal Policy is Contractionary: a Neoklassikal Scenario’, 
Economic Record , Special Issue, 86, pp.61-8 

 
 2008, ‘Gauging Economic Performance under Changing Terms of Trade: 
 Real Gross Domestic Income or Real Gross Domestic Product?”, Economic Papers 
  27(4) December 2008 pp. 101–116 
  
 [with Rod Tyers] 2008 ‘Beyond Brigden: Australia’s Inter-War Manufacturing Tariffs, 
 Real Wages and Economic Size’, Economic Record, March, 84(264), pp.50-67 

 
2007, “The Group Life as a Genre of the Life-Writing of Economists”, History of 
Political Economy, 39 (annual supplement), pp. 96-116 
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 2005 ‘Taking Out the Pins: Economics as Alive and Living in the History of 
 Economic Thought’, Economic Papers,  24(2) June   
 
 2004 ‘Running Economics Down: Fact and Fantasy in the Presentation of 
 Economists  in the  Media Economic Papers 23(1) Mar. pp.  58-72 

 
 2004 “Cambridge, England or Cambridge, Tasmania? Some Recent Excavations of the 

Giblin Multiplier ”, History of Economics Review, 39, June,  pp.1-11. 
  

2003 ”Anti-Semitism in Anti-economics”, History of Political Economy, 35 (4), 2003, 
pp.781-99. 

 
 2003 “An Edinburgh of the South? Some Contributions to Fundamental Economic 

Analysis by Tasmanian Economists in the 1920s”, Tasmanian Historical Studies, 
8(2), 2003, pp. 10-27 (with Alf Hagger) 

 
 2001 "Is it Possible that an Independent Central Bank is Impossible? The Case of 

the Australian Note Issue Board, 1920-1924", Journal of Money Credit and Banking, 
33, (3), August, pp.729-38. 
 
2000  "The Significance of John Locke's Medical Studies for his Economic Thought, 
History of Political Economy, 32(4), Winter, pp.711-31, 
 
1999 “A Brief History of the Australian Notes Issue Board”, The Cato Journal, 18(3), 
Winter, pp. 161-70 
 
1999 “When Political Economy Crossed the Sea: An Unpublished Paper by Maupertuis 
on Bimetallism”, History of Political Economy, 31, (2), Summer (with David Beeson), pp. 
318-35 
 
1998 "Should We Wait to Grow Out of Unemployment? The Lessons of a Neoclassical 
Calibration Analysis”, Economic Record, 74, 1998, pp.162-69. 

 
1996 “How Theory Came to English Classical Economics”, Scottish Journal of Political 
Economy, 42, pp207-28 

 
 1993 "The Missing Fisher Effect: A Theory with Some Tests using UK Data", The 

International Journal of Economics and Finance , 2(3), 1993, pp.  267-85 
 
 1992 "Harrod's Model and the Multiplier-Accelerator Model: Two Sides of the Same 

Coin?", Metroeconomica , 42 (3) 1992, pp. 199-211 
 
 1992 "Concord and Discord Amongst New Zealand Economists:  The Results of an 

Opinion Survey", New Zealand Economics Papers , 26 (1), pp 41-81 
  
 1992 "The New Deal's New Gold Policy:  A Case Study in the Power of (Old) Ideas", 

Australian History of Economics Review, 17, Winter, pp 199-211 
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 1990 "The Defect in Ricardo's 95 Percent Labour Theory of Value", Australian 
Economic Papers, 29, June 1990, pp 101-6 

 
 1985 “Wicksell on Technological Change and Real Wages", History of Political 

Economy, 17, Fall , pp 355 – 66 
 
 1982 "Peak Load Pricing in the Channel Tunnel", Journal of Transport Economics and 

Policy , 16, September (with Gordon Mills), pp 267 - 76 
 
 1983 "Wicksell and the Akerman Axe Model: A Re-examination", Australian Economic 

Papers, 22(41) December, pp 467 – 76 
 
  
 Refereed Interviews 
 
 2009 ‘“Simple Theory and Important Facts”: A Conversation with Bob Gregory’, 

Agenda, 16(2), pp 61-98 
 
2006 “A Conversation with Max Corden”, Economic Record, 81, pp.379-395. 
 
2005 “A Conversation with Murray Kemp”, History of Economics Review, 41, Winter, 
pp. 1-18. 

 
 

  
 Other Journal Papers 
 

2022, ‘Geoffrey Brennan and the History of Economics’, History of Economics 
Review, 83(1). 
 
2017, ‘Log Rolling as an Explanation of Distortions All Round: A Model a la Buchanan 
ad Tullock’, Agenda, 24(1). 
 
2017 ‘Our Humble Servants?’  Institute of Public Affairs Review: A Quarterly Review 
of Politics and Public Affairs, 69(1).  
 

 2017 ‘Taking Freedom’s Number’, Policy Magazine, 33(1) Autumn.  
 
2007 ‘Milton Friedman on the Wallaby Track’, Policy, June 2007 
 
2002 "Economics and its Doppelgänger", Izvestia RGPU im. A. I. Herzena,

 pp.164-72 
 

 2002 “The Seven Pointed Star”, Agenda, 8(4), pp 373-82 
 
 2001 “The Campaign Against Economic Reform”, Sydney Papers 13(3), pp 153-63 
 

1999  “Economic Rationalism and Its Discontents”, Agenda, 6(3), pp.271-7 
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Review Essays 
 

2017, ‘Six Problems in the Biography of Alfred Deakin’, Agenda, 24(1). 
 
 
Book Chapters 
 

2023: ‘Political Economy ‘"Through a Glass Hive"? The Encounter of Ricardian Ideas 
with Nineteenth-Century Australia'  in The Anthem Companion to David Ricardo, 
John King, ed., Anthem. 
 

2022: ‘The Independent Expert as Arbiter: the Australian Case’, Essays in Honour of 
John Nethercote, Connor Court 

 
2018: ‘1901: “Federation as Bureaucratisation”’, in Red Tape and Regulation, D. 
Allen and C. Berg, eds, Connor Court.  

 
2018: ‘Australia: The Economy’ in The Far East and Australasia 2018, Taylor and 
Francis. 
 
2016: “The Australian Exception”, Only in Australia: The History, Politics and 
Economics of Australian Exceptionalism, William Coleman, ed., Oxford University 
Press. 
 
2016: “Theories of Australian Exceptionalism”, Only in Australia: The History, Politics 
and Economics of Australian Exceptionalism, William Coleman, ed., Oxford University 
Press 
 
2016: “Australia’s Electoral Idiosyncrasies”, Only in Australia: The History, Politics and 
Economics of Australian Exceptionalism, William Coleman, ed., Oxford University 
Press 
 

 2015: “The Historiography of Australian Economic History”, Cambridge Economic 
History of Australia, Glen Withers and Simon Ville eds., Cambridge University Press 
 
2014: ‘The History of Australian and New Zealand Economics’, in  Vincent Barnett 
ed., The Routledge Handbook to the History of Global Economic Thought Routledge 
 
2014: ‘Popular Despotism: an Economist’s Interpretation’, in Greg Moore ed., The 
Open Society and Its Enemies in East Asia Routledge 

 
2014: ‘Ian Castles: Scholar as Truth Teller’, in Well-being: How Important is 
Economic Growth Andrew Podger ed., ANU EPress 
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2012 ‘Pipe Dreams and Tunnel Visions: The Course of Population Debates in 
Australia’, in A Greater Australia, edited by Jonathan Pincus, CEDA, 2012 

  
 2008 “The Enigma of A.V. Chayanov” (with Anna Taitslin), Economics in Russia, 

Vincent Barnett  and Joachim Zweynert eds., Routledge, pp91-106 
 
 2001 "The Strange Laissez Faire of Alfred Russel Wallace: The Connection Between 

Natural Selection and Political Economy Reconsidered", Darwinism and Evolutionary 
Economics, edited by John Laurent and John Nightingale, Edward Elgar , pp 36-49. 

 
2001 "The Significance of John Locke’s Medical Studies for the History of Economic 
Thought", in Physicians and Political Economy: Six Studies of the Work of Doctor-
Economists , P.D. Groenewegen ed., Routledge, pp 26-47. 

 
 1999 "The Current State of Anti-Economics", in  The Current State of Economic 

Science, S.P. Dahiya (ed.), Jan Tinbergen Institute of Development Planning, pp 133-
148. 

 
  
 Encyclopaedia Entries  
 

2007 ’Arthur Smithies’, Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, J. King ed., Edward Elgar. 
 
2007 ’Kenneth Isles’, Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, J. King ed., Edward Elgar. 
 
2007 ’Arthur Ogilvy’, Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, J. King ed., Edward Elgar. 
 
2007 ’James Bristock Brigden’, Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, J. King ed., Edward Elgar. 
 
2007 ’Alfred De Lissa’, Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, J. King ed., Edward Elgar. 
 
2007 ’Lyndhurst Falkiner Giblin’, Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand 
Economists, J. King ed., Edward Elgar. 
 
2005 ‘Sociology and Anti-economics’, Routledge Dictionary of Economic Sociology,  
Jens Berckert and Milan Zifirovski eds, October  

 
 2005 “L.F. Giblin”, Companion to Tasmanian History, Alison Alexander, ed, (Centre for 

the Study Of Tasmanian History) 
 
 2005 “Economics as a Discipline”, Companion to Tasmanian History Alison Alexander, 

ed, (Centre for the Study Of Tasmanian History) 
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 2002 “The International Architecture (Institutions &Policy): International Economics and 
Finance”, in the UNESCO Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems  

 
  
 Book Reviews 

 

‘The Gypsy Economist. The Life and Times of Colin Clark’, by Alex Millmow, History 
of Economics Review, 81(1), 2021.  

 
‘Lucky Boy in the Lucy Country. Max Corden, Economist’ by Max Corden, History of 
Economics Review, 71(1), 2019. 
 
‘Sir Joseph Carruthers’ by Zach Gormann, Australian Journal of Politics and History, 
2019. 
 
‘A History of Australasian Economic Thought’ by Alex Millmow, Australian Journal of 
Politics and History, 2018. 
 
‘Paul Samuelson on the History of Economic Analysis. Selected Essays’, by Steven 
G. Medema and Antony M. C. Waterman Economic Record, 93 (301), June 2017, 
pp340–34 
 
‘The Illusion of Free Markets: Punishment and the Myth of the Natural Order’ 
Economic Record 90 (289) June 2014, pp 257–258 
 
‘Building Chicago Economics’, by Robert van Horn, Philip Mirowski and Thomas A. 
Stapleford eds, Economic Record 89 (286) September 2013, pp 434–436,  

 
‘The Clash of Economic Ideas: The Great Policy Debates and Experiments of the 
Last Hundred Years’, by Lawrence H. White Economic Record 89(285), June 2013, 
pp 280–281 
 
‘David Laidler’s Contributions to Economics’ , edited by Robert Leeson, History of 
Economics Review, 54 Winter 2011 
 
‘Monetary Economics’ by Wynne Godley and Marc Lavoie, Economic Record, 86 
(273)  p. 299-300.   

 
 ‘New Perspective’s on Adam Smith’s ‘The Theory of Moral Sentiments’” 
 edited by Geoff Cockfield, Ann Firth and John  Laurent, History of Economics 
 Review, 50 Summer 2009 

 
‘The Dismal Science: How Thinking Like an Economist Undermines Community’  
by Stephen A. Marglin, Policy, Winter 2008. 
 
‘A History of Economic Theory and Method (5th ed.)’ 
History of Economics Review.  48, p.148-9, Winter 2008.  
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-4932.12127/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-4932.12127/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-4932.12068/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-4932.12068/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-4932.12052/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-4932.12052/abstract
http://proquest.umi.com.virtual.anu.edu.au/pqdweb?index=38&did=1869898731&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1289518472&clientId=20870
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‘Involuntary Unemployment. An Elusive Search for a Theory’, by Michel De Vroey, 
Economic Record, 84 (264) March 2008, 134-6 
 
‘Money and Employment. A Study of the Theoretical Implications of Endogenous 
Money’, by Peter Docherty, Economic Record, June 2007, 83, 233-234 

 
 ‘Knut Wicksell on Poverty’ by Mats Lundahl, History of Political Economy, 39(3): 555-

556, Spring 2007 
 
 ‘On The Wealth of Nations’, P.J. O’Rourke, History of Economics Review. 47. p. 170-

2, Summer 2007 
 
‘Australia’s Monetary Mandarins: The Reserve Bank and the Politics of Money ’, 
Agenda: a Journal of Policy Analysis and Reform, 12 (1), March 2005, pp32-4.  
 
 “Readings in Political Economy”, edited by K. Basu, Australian Journal of Political 
Science, 39(2), July 2004 
 
 "How the Dismal Science Got Its Name", by David M. Levy, in History of Economics 
Review, 36, 2002, pp 180-182, 

 
 "A Treatise on the Nature of Wealth, Money and Taxation", (by P. Boisguillebert), 
translated and edited by PD Groenewegen, in History of Economics Review, 32, 
2000, pp106-108,. 

 
 “Asian Contagion. The Causes and Consequences of a Financial Crisis” (edited by 
Karl R. Rogers), Asia Pacific Economic Literature Review, 1999, 13(2), pp62-3 
 
 “The Myth of Adam Smith (by Salim Rashid)”, History of Economics Review, 29, 
Winter 1999, pp142-44 

 
 “Say’s Law and the Keynesian Revolution (by Steven Kates)”, History of Economics 
Review, 29, Winter1999, pp145-6 

 
  “Riches and Poverty. An Intellectual History of Classical Economics”, (by David 
 Winch) Economic Record, 74, June 1998, pp198-9 
 
  “Marginalism and Socialism, 1870-1930”, (ed. by Ian Steedman) Review of 
 Political Economy, (United States), 10(2), 1998, pp251-2 
 

 “Kondratiev and the Dynamics of Economic Development” (by Vincent Barnett), 
History of Economic Ideas, 1998, 6(3). 

 

  “The Rules of the Game”, (by Ronald Mackinnon) Australian Economic History 
 Review, 37(3), 1997, pp 298-300. 
 
  “Currency Convertability”,(ed. by J.B. De Macedo) Australian Economic History 
 Review, 37(3), 1997, pp 300-2. 
 

http://proquest.umi.com.virtual.anu.edu.au/pqdweb?index=49&did=1889611251&SrchMode=1&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1289518673&clientId=20870
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  “Monetary Theory”, (N Cencini), Southern Economic Journal, 63(3) January 
 1997, pp821-2, 
 
  “William Petty and the Origins of Classical Economics”, (Tony Aspromourgas), 

Economic Record, 72, December 1996, pp407-9. 
 
  “The Legacy of Hicks: His Contributions to Economic Analysis”, (edited by H. 

Hageman and O.F. Hamouda), Economic Record, 72, September 1996, pp 304-6 
 
  “A Modern Guide to Macroeconomics”, (by Brian Snowden et. al.), Economic Record 

71, December 1995, pp 393-4  
 
  "Demand and Exchange in Economic Analysis", (by John Creedy), Economic Record , 

70, March 1994, pp 99-100 
 
  "The Management of Risk", (edited by I Harper et al), Economic Record, 69, June 

1993, pp 209-10 
 
  "Lydia and Maynard: The Letters of Lydia Lopokova and John Maynard Keynes" 

(edited by M. Keynes et al), History of Political Economy 24, 1992, pp 540-2 
 
  "Conceptual Anomalies in Economics and Statistics" (by L.G. Neuberg), Journal of 

Applied Economics 7, 1992, pp 218-9 
 
  "Developments in Australian Monetary Economics" (edited by C. Kearney et al), 

Economic Record, 68, June 1992, pp 189-90 
                     
  "A Market Theory of Money" (by J Hicks), Southern Economic Journal, 58, January 

1992, pp 826-8 
 
  "Selling Hope: State Lotteries in America" (by Clotfelter and Cooke), Economic 

Record, 67, December 1991, pp 360-1 
 
 "Chaotic Economics Dynamics" (by R Goodwin), Contributions to Political Economy, 

November 1991, pp80-2 
 
  "Economics and Sociology, Redefining Their Boundaries:  Conversations with 

Economists and Sociologists" (by R Swedenborg), American Journal of Economics and 
Sociology, 50, October 1991, pp 389-0 

 
  "Financial Markets, Interest Rates and Monetary Economics" (by J Juttner), Economic 

Analysis and Policy, 21, September 1991, pp 235-6 
 
  "The Politics of Progress:  The Origins and Development of the Commercial Republic, 

1600-1835" (by H Caton), Southern Economic Journal, 58, July 1991, pp 282-3 
 
 "Horizontalists and Verticalists:  The Macroeconomics of Credit Money" (by BS Moore), 

Economic Record, 66, May 1989, pp 679 
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 Articles Reprinted in Books 
 
 "Wicksell and the Akerman Axe Model:  A Re-examination" and "Wicksell and 

Technical Change and Real Wages", see above, reprinted in Blaug M (ed) Knut 
Wicksell (1951-1926), Edward Elgar, 1992 
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Recent Working Papers 
 
 2020: ANU Centre for Economic History Working Papers, ‘The Struggle over 

Australian Railways in 1890s: The Strange Economics of State Control vs the 
Ruthless Economics of Federal’, 2020-11  

2020 ANU Centre for Economic History Working Papers, ‘The Impact of the 
“Braddon Blot” on Australia’s Tariff Structure, 1901-1910: A Leviathanic Analysis’, 
2020-10 ,  

2020 ANU Centre for Economic History Working Papers, ‘Which States Gained, and 
Which States Lost, from Australia’s Federation Customs Union of 1902? The 
Answers of a Theoretical Schema, with an Empirical Check’ , 2020-08 

2020 ANU Centre for Economic History Working Papers, ‘The Revenue Maximising 
Tariff Rate: A Theoretical Model Applied to 1890s Victoria, 2020-7 

 

 Mar 2015, ANU  Centre for Economic History, Was the First World War Disturbing or 
Reinforcing of Australia's Economic Model? 2015-04 

 
 Mar 2014, ANU  Centre for Economic History,  Making a Land Fit for a Gold 

Standard: Monetary Policy in Australia 1920-1925 , 2014-06 
 
 Nov 2012, ANU  Centre for Economic Policy Research  The Inadequacy of Friedman 

and Savage’s Critique of Diminishing Marginal Utility 676 
 

Mar 2012, ANU Centre for Economic History  Pipe Dreams and Tunnel Visions: 
Economists and Australian Population Debates before the Baby Boom 2012-2 

 

 
Research reputation  
 
Books 
 

Only in Australia: the History, Politics and Economics of Australian 
Exceptionalism (2017) 
 
1.‘… the book makes a substantial contribution to contemporary debates about the 
appropriate direction for future policy reform’ Andrew Podger, Economic Record, 
June 2017 
 
 
The Causes, Consequences and Compensations of Inflation: An Investigation 
of Three Problems in Monetary Theory (2007) 
 
1, “Coleman offers an impressively clear, lively and intuitive discussion of the three 
most important issues in monetary economics. I recommend it highly to all readers 

http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/693960/wp-201504-coleman.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/693960/wp-201504-coleman.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/393365/wp-201406-cornish.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/393365/wp-201406-cornish.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/42939%5C676.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/42939%5C676.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/43211%5C2012-2.pdf
http://rse.anu.edu.au/media/43211%5C2012-2.pdf
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with an interest in those issues" -Peter Ireland, Journal of Economic Literature, 
March 2008, pp.159-161 
 
2. “Originality is definitely the hallmark of this book, which looks at inflation in a fresh 
and unusual way…. While the book is not mathematically sophisticated, it is so 
conceptually. It is demanding but rewarding reading. I guess that its writing must 
have taken several years of hard work. Erudition and sharpness of mind are present 
throughout”. Michel de Vroey, Economica, April 2010, pp.404-5 
 
  
Giblin’s Platoon: The Trials and Triumph of the Economist in Australian Public 
Life (2006) 

 
 
1. “This reviewer read the volume twice …  and read it a second time with as much 
enjoyment as the first”, Susan Howson, History of Political Economy, 40, 2008, 
pp 203-6. 
 
 
2. “…, by any reckoning, a quite extraordinary book”, Dr Ken Henry, Secretary to the 
Australian Treasury, 2 August 2006.   
 
3. “A great story of the relationship between economists and 
policy making” ,  Roger Backhouse, University of Birmingham 

 
 
4. “The book is a welcome and valuable contribution to the literature”, Sir Bruce 
Williams, Australian Journal of Public Administration, 66(1) March 2007 , pp. 128-129. 
 
Economics and Its Enemies, The story of two centuries of anti-economics (2002, 
2004), has been judged in these terms: 
 

 
1. “I am reading it with great pleasure”. Robert Lucas, Nobel Laureate in 

Economics, 1995. 
 

2. “Coleman’s wonderful book [is] a terrifically valuable piece of scholarship… vast 
reading and it shows”, David M. Levy, George Mason University.  

 
3. "Unique, intensive and extensive in its subject matter ...this volume has every 

quality to become a classic." -C. J. Talele, Choice: Current Review of 
Academic Books.  

 
4. "It should belong on the shelves of anyone interested  in intellectual history, 

alongside the works of Isaiah Berlin" -P.P.McGuinnes, Quadrant , July-August 
2003 
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5. “ …a crushingly learned volume of the history of economic thought. This should 
definitely earn him professional praise”, Eric Jones, University of Melbourne, 
Policy, 19(3), Spring 2003 

 
6. ‘For anyone who wants to illuminate the historical background  of the economic 

critique, this book is  a rich mine’. Benedikt Koehler, Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, 9 August 2004 

 
7. ‘Coleman’s Economics and Its Enemies makes a powerful statement of core 

economic reasoning without quite silencing Southey when he said “in came 
calculation and out went feeling”’, Gary Hawke, Australian Economic History 
Review, 47(3) 2007.  

 
 

 
 Rationalism and Anti-Rationalism in the Origins of Economics, (1995) has been 

judged by reviewers in these terms: 
 

1. “He makes excellent use of brief and telling quotations, and almost every 
page has something to say which will be new to most readers” (Walter Eltis, 
European Journal of the History of Economic Thought:1999, 337-340).  

 
   2. “Coleman provides a deep, closely reasoned and wide-ranging 

deconstruction of [Adam] Smith’s writings with regard to the central topic of this book. 
He has dealt insightfully with certain conflictual foundations of both 18th century and 
present day economics... Indeed, Coleman has a quite perceptive and discerning 
intellect. He brilliantly, if controversially, deconstructs and interprets the history of 
economic thought in terms of rationalism versus anti-rationalism” (Warren J. 
Samuels, Journal of Interdisciplinary Economics, volume 7, pp. 291-313) 

 
  3.“In this attractive and generally well-written book Coleman traces the clash 

between rationalism and anti-rationalism in 18th century thought. Coleman 
concludes this enjoyable book by clearly hinting that confidence in the capacity of 
economics to discover truth is very easily over-estimated” (Ian Steedman, The 
Manchester School, pp.238-439, 1997) 

 
  4. History of Economic Thought Newsletter: “I can strongly recommend this 

short book to anyone with a serious interest in eighteenth century economics” 
(Anthony Brewer, 14-15, 1999) 

   
5.:  “This is a scholarly and intelligent book and will be authoritative in its field” 

(Athol Fitzgibbons, History of Economics Review Winter -  Summer 1997). 
 
 
 Money and Finance in Australia (1994, with Bruce Felmingham) has been judged by 

a reviewer in these terms: 
 

“As the backbone for a good course in money and banking ... this book is a gem”  
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(Ian Harper, Economic Record, 71, p. 412, 1995) 
 

 

Research reputation - papers 
 
 
Pedro Schwartz (Director of the Center for Political Economy and Regulation and member 
of the Royal Academy of Moral and Political Sciences of Spain) has recently ‘warmly 
recommended’ Coleman’s ‘What Was New about Neoliberalism?’, Economic Affairs, 33(1), 
78-92  (http://www.econlib.org/library/Columns/y2013/Schwartzneoliberalism.html) 
 
 
Tim Leonard (Princeton University) has described Coleman’s contribution§ to Darwinism and 
Evolutionary Economics, (Edward Elgar 2001) as the “standout” paper in the collection  
(History of Political Economy, (2003, 34(4): pp 350-53.).  
 
P.A. Samuelson (MIT) mentions that one of Coleman’s papers**  “by the usual Mertonian 
coincidences … nicely demonstrates” a point that a simultaneously published paper of 
Samuelson was making (P.A. Samuelson: “Conversations with my History of Economics 
Critics”, p.13, Economics, Culture and Education: Essays in Honour of Mark Blaug, Edward 
Elgar, 1991). 
 

  
Seminars and Conference Presentations 
 

 
‘The Collapse of the Government Budget Constraint: Its Implications for Good and Bad Policy’, in 
‘Triumphant or Misplaced Keynesianism: Australia’s Response to the Financial Crisis of 2008-9 and 
the lessons for life after Covid’ Freedom to Choose, Perth September 28 2021  
 
‘Demythologising Australia’s Federation Episode’, Freedom to Choose, Perth November 22 2019  
 
‘The Impact of a Custom Union: The Lessons of Intra-Australian Trade Matrices before and after 
Federation’, Arndt-Corden department of economics, ANU, 24 October 2017. 
 
‘Log Rolling as an Explanation of Locked-in Policy Syndrome in Australia’ Mannkal Foundation, 
Perth, 29 July 2016 
 
‘The Australian Weg: A Route Map’, Mannkal Foundation, Perth, 25 July 2014 
 
‘The History of Economics in Australia and New Zealand’, History of Economic Thought Society of 
Australia Conference, Auckland, 20 June 2014.  
 
‘Seeking an ‘Australian Case’ for Tariff Protection: the Context , Content and Report of the 1929 
Brigden Report’, Mannkal Foundation, Perth, 27 July 2012 

 
§ "The Strange Laissez Faire of Alfred Russel Wallace: The Connection Between Natural Selection 
and Political Economy Reconsidered". 
** "The Defect in Ricardo's 95 Percent Labour Theory of Value", Australian Economic Papers, 29, June 
1990, pp 101-106 
 

http://www.econlib.org/library/Columns/y2013/Schwartzneoliberalism.html
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'Sorting Out the Differences between Neoliberalism and Classical Liberalism', 26 Apr 2012, Centre for 
Political Ideologies, Oxford University. 
 
‘Liberalism  and the Powerlessness of Ideas’, Oliver Smithies Lecture, Balliol College, Oxford 
University 6 March 2012 
 
‘The Strange Birth of Neoliberalism’, Oliver Smithies Lecture, Balliol College, Oxford University , 14 
February 2012 
 
‘Has Economics Lost its Way Post GFC?’, Tasmanian Economic Forum, Hobart, 2 December 2011 
 
‘Popular Despotism: an Economist’s Interpretation’, Mannkal Foundation, Perth, 29 July 2011 
 
 
‘Does the Efficiency Theory of Wages Undermine the Classical Theory of Unemployment?’, Reserve 
Bank of Australia, 21 January 2011 

 
‘Does the Efficiency Theory of Wages Undermine the Classical Theory of Unemployment?’, Griffith 
Business School, Griffith University, 17 September 2010 
 
‘Oceana, Utopia and Reform’,, Mannkal Foundation, Perth, 2 July 2010 
 

 ‘A Theory of the Supply of Inside Money’, City University London, 9 April 2010 
 

‘Does the Central Bank Lending Rate have a Prudential Function?’, University of Tasmania, 
February 2010 

 
 ‘The ‘Fiscal Stimulus’: How Did They Get Away With it? Australian National University, 26 November 
 2009 
 
 ‘The Source of Nominal Wage Rigidity: A Hypothesis’, Australian National University, 16 October 
 2009 
 
 ‘When Expansionary Fiscal Policy is Contractionary: A Neoklassikal Scenario’ 38th Australian 
 Conference of Economists, University of Adelaide, 28-30 September 2009 
 

‘Hicks’s Theory of the Wage Bargain: A Rational Reconstruction’, University of Notre Dame 
(Fremantle), 16 July 2009 

 
‘The Strange Birth (and Death) of NeoLiberalism’, Mannkal Foundation, Perth, 13 July 2009 

 
 

‘Electorally Optimal Labour Market Regulation as an Explanation of Four Labour  Market Puzzles’, 
University of South Australia, 7 May 2009 

 
 ‘Hicks’s Theory of the Wage Bargain: A Rational Reconstruction’, University of Wollongong, 19 
 March 2009 
 
 ‘The Property Owning Democracy as Destructive of the Labour Monopoly Explanation of 
 Unemployment’, Australian National University, 24 October 2008 
 

‘Trade Unions in the Formulation of the Chicago Alternative to Keynesianism  (and the New 
Keynesian Alternative to Chicago)’, UK History of Economic Thought Society, University of 
Edinburgh, 3-5 September, 2008 

 

http://cpi.politics.ox.ac.uk/index.php/events/details/1632-sorting-out-the-differences-between-neoliberalism-and-classical-liberalism
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 ‘How A Democracy Chooses the Minimum wage Rate: A Theory’, University of Adelaide, 22 August 
2008 

 
 ‘Measuring Macroeconomic Performance Under Changing Terms of Trade: GDP or RGDI?’, 
 Australian National University, 27 November 2007 
 
 ‘Trade Unions in the Formulation of the Chicago Alternative to Keynesianism   

(and the New Keynesian Alternative to Chicago)’, Deakin University, 23 November 2007 
 
 ‘The Fabulous E.O.G. Shann and the Legendary Brian Fitzpatrick: Australia’s First Two Economic 
 Story Tellers’, The Third University of Melbourne Economic History Workshop, 5 October 2007 
 
 ‘Trade Unions in the Formulation of the Chicago Alternative to Keynesianism   

(and the New Keynesian Alternative to Chicago)’, The History of Economic Thought Society of 
Australia, University of Queensland, 11 July 2007 

 
 ‘Economics, Anti-economics and Freakonomics’, The History of Economics Society,  George Mason 
 University, 14 May 2007 
 
 ‘Trade Unions in the Formulation of the Chicago Alternative to Keynesianism   

(and the New Keynesian Alternative to Chicago)’, The Australian National University, 14 May 2007 
 
‘The End of Monetarism’, The Australian National University, 30 April 2007 
 
‘“This Arbitrary Rearrangement of Riches”: An Alternative Theory of the Costliness of Inflation’, 
Victoria University of Wellington, 20 April 2007 
 
‘Why Investors Prefer Nominal Bonds: A Hypothesis"’, The Reserve Bank of New Zealand, 19 April 
2007 
 
‘"Wages and Labour Monopoly in a World Without Marginal Products"’, School of Economics, ANU, 
27 October 2006 
 
‘Two Doubtful Moves in Social Theorising; Perverse Civilisation and Natural Barbarism: An illustration 
using Malthus, Godwin and the ‘Book of Murder!’, Summer Institute for the Survival of Economics, 
George Mason University, July 14 2006. 
 
‘Giblin’s Platoon: Fighting For and Against the Empire:’ 19th Conference of the History of Economic 
Thought Association of Australia, University of Ballarat, July 7, 2006  

 
 ‘Heroism, Celebrity and Drama as Issues for Biographers of Economists’ 

HOPE Conference 2006: Life Writing And the History of Economics, Duke University, April 9, 2006  
 

 ‘In Praise of Risky Real Interest Rates, or Why Debt Should be Nominal’, School of Economics, ANU, 
 6 November 2005 

 
‘The Second “Terms of Trade”: A Recurrent Theme in Australian Trade Theorising’, 18th Conference 
of the History of Economic Thought Association of Australia, Macquarie University, 7 July 2005 
 
‘Max Corden: A Conversation’, 18th Conference of the History of Economic Thought Association of 
Australia, Macquarie University, 7 July 2005 
 
‘Beyond Brigden: The Effects of Australia’s Pre-war Manufacturing Tariff’ (with Rod Tyers), 
Globalisation in the Pre-Modern World, ANU, 1 July 2005 
 
‘A Theory of the Supply of Market Money’, School of Economics, ANU, 12 May 2005 
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‘Does More Mean Less? A Rational Actor Analysis of the Impact on Learning Outcomes of the 
Provision of Electronic Study Resources to Students’, The School of Economics, ANU, 4 April 2005 
 
‘Should We Give Shoe Leather the Boot? A Critique of Shoe Leather Costs on Inflation ’, School of 
Economics, ANU, 6 October 2004 
 
‘Murray Kemp: A Conversation’, 33rd Australian Conference of Economists, Sydney University, 
September 2004 
 
‘Murray Kemp: A Conversation’, Conference of the History of Economic Thought Society of Australia, 
UWA, July 10 2004 
 
‘Anti-economics and Economics: a Diagnosis and a Suggestion for Treatment’, the Department of 
Economics, University of Western Australia, 4 June 2004. 
 
‘Should We Give Shoe Leather the Boot? A Critique of Shoe Leather Costs on Inflation ’, The School 
of Economics, Curtin University of Technology, 3 June 2004 
 
‘What is Debt For? Or What Do Debtors Do?’ School of Economics, ANU, May 27 2004. 
 
“Cambridge, England or Cambridge, Tasmania? A Report on Recent Excavations of the Giblin 
Multiplier”, History of Economic Thought Society of Australia Conference, Australian Catholic 
University, Melbourne, 17 July 2003. 
 
"Labour Market Monopoly as an Explanation of Wage Rigidity, Unemployment  
and Overmanning", Faculty of Economics and Politics, University of Cambridge, 17 February 2003. 
 
“What is Criticism For?”, Faculty of Economics and Politics, University of Cambridge, 3 February 
2003. 
 
“Labour Market Monopoly as an Explanation of Wage Rigidity, Unemployment and Overmanning”, 
School of Economics, University of Western Australia, October 23, 2002 
 
“Labour Market Monopoly as an Explanation of Wage Rigidity, Unemployment and Overmanning”, 
School of Economics, Australian National University, September 19, 2002. 
 
“The Tasmanian Quartet, Copland, Giblin, Brigden and Wilson: Their Tasmanian Years”, Centre for 
Tasmanian Historical Studies Conference, University of Tasmania, 24 August 2002. 
 
“Giblin and the Multiplier”, Tasmanian Economists Project Workshop, University of Tasmania, 19 
August 2002. 
 
“Labour Market Monopoly as an Explanation of Wage Rigidity, Unemployment and Overmanning”, 
Department of Economics, University of Queensland, August 2, 2002.  
 
“Anti-economics: A Guide”, Conference of the History of Economic Thought Society of Australia, 
University of New England, 18 July 2002. 
 
“‘The Australian Case for Protection’: its Rational Reconstruction and Significance”, Department of 
Economics, the Australian National University, 13 June 2002. 
 
“The Simple Macroeconomics of a Monopolised Labour Market”, Department of Economics, Monash 
University, 20 March 2002. 
 
“A Theory of the Controversy Over Globalisation”, Australian Treasury, 7 February 2002. 
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“Running Economists Down: Perceptions and Reality in the Representation of Economists in the 
Australian Media”, 30th Conference of Economists, University of Western Australia, 24 September 
2001. 
 
“The Tasmanian Quartet, Copland, Giblin, Brigden and Wilson: Their Tasmanian Years”, (on behalf of 
Alf Hagger), 14th Conference of the History of Economic Thought Society of Australia, University of 
Tasmania, 11 July 2001. 

 
“Copland and Brigden: Their Tasmanian Labours” (on behalf of Alf Hagger), 14th Conference of the 
History of Economic Thought Society of Australia, University of Tasmania, 11 July 2001. 
 
“Exasperating Calculators: The Rage over Economic Rationalism and the Campaign Against 
Australian Economists”, Reserve Bank of Australia, 3 June 2001. 
 
“The Impact of Technological Change on the Demand for Labour: Estimates for the G7 Countries and 
Australia”, The Australian Macroeconomics Workshop, University of Queensland, Queensland, 28 
April 2000. 
 
“The Impact of Technological Change on the Demand for Labor in the G7 and Australia: An Empirical 
Investigation”, Department of Economics, University of Tasmania, 24 March 2000. 

  
 “Anti-Economics”, Department of Economics, Queen Mary College, 27 May 1999 
 
 “How Rational Expectations Slams the Brakes on the Multiplier Accelerator”, Department of Economics, 

University of Sheffield, 26 May 1999 
 
 “Anti-Economics”, Department of Economics, Duke University, April 8 1999 
 
 “What Are the Values of Economists?”, School of Economics, University of Tasmania, 28 August 1998 
  
 “Can We Grow Out of Unemployment? The Lessons of a Neoclassical Analysis”, 26th Australian 

Conference of Economists, University of Tasmania, September 1997 
 
 “Can We Grow Out of Unemployment? The Lessons of a Neoclassical Analysis”, 2nd Australian 

Macroeconomics Workshop, University of New South Wales, 4 April 1997 
 
 “The Long Run Benefits of a Shift to a Consumption Tax. How Long is the Long  Run?”,25th 
 Australian Conference of Economists, Australian National  University, 25 September 1996 
 
 “Business Investment as an Automatic Stabiliser”, 25th Australian Conference of Economists, Australian 

National University, 24 September 1996 
  
 “The Classical Theoretical Method”, Economics Department, Murdoch University, 11 September 1996 
 
 “The Australian Notes Issue Board, 1920-1924”, Economics Department, University of Western 
 Australia, 12 September 1996 
 
 “Adam Smith and his Impartial Synthesis”, Economics Department, Curtin  University, 12 September 
 1996 
   
 “Business Investment as an Automatic Stabiliser”, Economics Department,  University of 

Tasmania, 17  May 1996 
  
 “Business Cycles and the Rational Expectations Multiplier-Accelerator Model”, First Australian 

Macroeconomics Workshop, University of Melbourne, 10 April 1996 
 
 “The Commonwealth Notes Issue Board, 1920-1924: An Experiment in  Independent  Monetary 
 Policy”, Economic History Department, Australian National University, November 3 1995 
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 “How Theory Came to English Classical Economics”, Economics Department, Australian National 
 University, September 14 1995  
 
 “Business Cycles and Full employment in the Multiplier Accelerator Model with  Rational 
 Expectations”, Economics Program: Research School of Social  Sciences,  Australian National 
 University, August 18 1995 
  
  “How Theory Came to English Classical Economics”, Australian History of Economic Thought 

Conference, University of Queensland, July 1995 
 
 ‘Leibniz and the Brief Life of Proto Neoclassical Economics’, Australian History of  Economic 
 Thought Conference, University of Queensland, July 1995 
 
 “How Theory Came to English Classical Economics”, Economics Department,  University of  
 Tasmania, September 1994 
 
 "Rationalism and Anti-Rationalism in the Origins of Economics", Department of Philosophy, University of 

Tasmania, 20 October 1993 
 
 "The Effects of Population Growth in Living Standards: The Lessons of a Neoclassical Model", 21st 

Conference of Economists, Perth, 29 September 1993 
  
 "The Effects of Population Growth in Living Standards: The Lessons of a  Neoclassical  Model", 
 University of Melbourne, 28 July, 1993. 
 
 "The Effects of Population Growth on Living Standards: The Lessons of a Neoclassical Model", Flinders 

University of South Australia, 6 May, 1993 
 
 "The Effects of Population Growth on Living Standards: The Lessons of a Neoclassical Model", University 

of Tasmania, 19 March 1993.  
 
 “The Non-Neutrality of Money: Some Corroboration from Four Countries and Two Centuries", World 

Congress of the International Economics Association, Moscow, August 1992 
 
 "Irrationalist, Instrumentalist and Uniformitarian: Some Tendencies in Enlightenment Economics", 

Economics Department - University of Tasmania, 4 June 1992 
 
 "Irrationalist, Instrumentalist and Uniformitarian: Some Tendencies in Enlightenment Economics", 21st 

Australian Conference of Economists, Melbourne, July 1992 
 
 "Concord and Discord Amongst New Zealand Economists: Some Indications from an Opinion Survey", 

Economics Department - University of Tasmania, 15 August 1992 
 
 "The Missing Fisher Relation: A Theory with Some Tests using UK Data", University of Melbourne, 12 

November 1991 
 
 "Ricardo on the Injurious Effect of Machinery: A Rebuttal", 20th Australian Conference of Economists, 

Hobart, 2 October 1991 
 
 "The Non-Neutrality of Money: Empirical Corroboration from Two Centuries and Four Countries", 

Reserve Bank of Australia, Sydney, 27 September 1991 
 
 "Consensus and Discord Amongst New Zealand Economists: Some Indications from an Opinion Survey", 

New Zealand Conference of Economists, Lincoln University, 26 August 1991 
 
 "The Gold Standard on the Booze: Roosevelt and his Professors, 1933-1934", History of Economic 

Thought Society of Australia Conference, Monash University, 3 July 1991 
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 "The Non-Neutrality of Money: Empirical Evidence from Two Centuries and Four Countries", New 

Zealand Conference of Economists, University of Auckland, 22 August 1990 
 
 "The Gold Standard on the Booze: Roosevelt and his Professors, 1933-1934", Victoria University of 

Wellington Economic History Group, 2 July 1990 
 
 "Are Men and Women Paid Their Marginal Products? A Framework for Empirical Evaluation, with a New 

Zealand Illustration", Victoria University of Wellington Economics Group, 2 May 1990 
  
 "Do Economists Make Any Difference?  A Study in the Power and Powerlessness of Economic Ideas", 

University of Sydney Economics Department, 23 February 1990 
 
 "Monetarist and Keynesian Theories of Inflation: Some Tests", Victoria University of Wellington 

Economics Group, 1 March 1989 

 

 
 
Research Funding, Leadership and Collaboration 
 
 
Leadership and Collaboration 
 
Director, “The Tasmanian Economists Project” 

 
 

William Coleman was the Director of Tasmanian Economists Project, whose 
program, from its foundation in 1999 until its conclusion in 2006, researched the 
intellectual and professional camaraderie of four economists who forged close links 
at the University of Tasmania in the 1920s, prior to becoming key national figures in 
the formulation of public policy in mid- century Australia. These four are; L.F. Giblin 
(1872-1951), J.B. Brigden (1887-1950), D.B. Copland (1894-1971), Roland 
Wilson (1904-1996):   

 
 

The Project had five members: Dr William Coleman (Project Director), School of 
Economics, ANUDr Alf Hagger, FASSA, CREA, University of TasmaniaDr Selwyn 
Cornish, School of Economics, ANUMr Ian Castles, FASSA, Visiting Fellow NCDS Dr 
Michael Roe, FAHA, School of History and Classics, University of Tasmania. The Project 
was been funded by a small Australian Research Council Grant,  of $7894 in 2000 a  
Reserve Bank of Australia Grant, $8000 in 2001, (as well as a ANU FIGS grants of $1818 in 
2004, an $3742 in 2005). 
 
 
Funding 
 
2006  ‘Researching the Australian Biographical Dictionary of Economics’,  
  ANU Faculty of Commerce and Economics Internal Grants Scheme,  
  $1,818.    
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2004  ‘The Trials and Triumph of the Economist in Australian Public Life:The  
  Careers and  Comradeship of L.F. Giblin, D.B. Copland, J.B. Brigden and  
  Roland Wilson’,  
  ANU Faculty of Commerce and Economics Internal Grants Scheme,  
  $1,818.    
 
2001-2002 “The Tasmanian Quartet, Copland, Giblin, Brigden and Wilson: Some 

Founding Fathers of Australian Economics”  
  Reserve Bank of Australia, 
  $10, 000. 
 
2000  “The Tasmanian School of Economics” 
  Small ARC Grant 
  $7894 
 
1999  “An Investigation of the Impact of Technological Change on Unemployment 
  Rates in the Major 7 Developed Economies and Australia”  
  Small ARC Grant 
  $3655 
 
1993-4 “An Examination of the Commonwealth Notes Issue Board, 1920-1924” 
  University of Tasmania, School of Commerce and Law Research Grants 
  $2952 
 
1994  “French Translation Services for Rationalism and Anti-Rationalism in the 

 Origins of Economics” 
  University of Tasmania, School of Commerce and Law Research Grants 
  $760 
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Teaching  

Breadth 
 

Year Course Role Level Institution 

2019 Public Choice Theory Contributing Lecturer Second Year/Third Year UNDA 

2019 Integrative Seminar in Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics 

Co-ordinator Third Year ANU 

2019 Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Graduate ANU 

2018 Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Graduate ANU 

2018 Graduate Diploma  
Macroeconomics 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2017 Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Graduate ANU 

2017 Graduate Diploma  
Macroeconomics 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2016 Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Graduate ANU 

2016 Graduate Diploma  
Macroeconomics 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2015 Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Graduate ANU 

2015 Graduate Diploma  
Macroeconomics 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2014 

 

Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Graduate ANU 

2014 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

Second Year ANU 

2013 Economy, Politics, and the 
State 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Fourt hYear ANU 

2012 Macroeconomics 3 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year ANU 

2012 Classic Works of 
Economic Theory 

Co-ordinator &Lecturer Graduate ANU 

2012 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

Third Year ANU 

2011 Classic Works of 
Economic Theory 

Co-ordinator &Lecturer Graduate ANU 

2011 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

Third Year ANU 

2010 

2010 

Challenges  to Policy Mkng 
 
Money and Banking 

Co-ordinator & Lecturer 

Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Graduate 

Second Year 

Uof Adelaide 
 
ANU 
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Tutor 

2010 Classic Works of 
Economic Theory 

Co-ordinator &Lecturer Graduate ANU 

2010 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

Third Year  

ANU 

2009 Economics Seminars Co ordinator PhD ANU 

2009 Macroeconomics 3 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year ANU 

2009 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

Third Year  

ANU 

2008 Economics Seminars Co ordinator PhD  

2008 Classic Works of 
Economic Theory 

Co-ordinator &Lecturer Graduate ANU 

2008 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

Third Year  

ANU 

2007 Macroeconomics 3 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year  

2007 Graduate Diploma 
Macroeconomics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2007 Classic Works of 
Economic Theory 

Co-ordinator &Lecturer Graduate ANU 

2007 History of Economic Thought Co-ordinator, Lecturer & 

Tutor  

 

Third Year 

 

ANU 

2006 Macroeconomics 3 Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year ANU 

2006 Graduate Diploma 
Macroeconomics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2006 Classic Works of 
Economic Theory 

Lecturer Graduate ANU 

2006 History of Economic Thought Lecturer & 

Tutor (14 hours) 

 

Third Year 

 

ANU 

2005 Macroeconomics 3 Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year ANU 

2005 Graduate Diploma 
Macroeconomics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2005 History of Economic Thought Lecturer & 

Tutor (14 hours) 

 

Third Year 

 

ANU 

2004 Macroeconomics 3 Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year ANU 

2004 Graduate Diploma 
Macroeconomics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 
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2004 History of Economic Thought Lecturer & 

Tutor (28 hours) 

 

Third Year, 

Fourth Year 

ANU 

2004 Economic History IV 
Honours: 
Research Methods and 
Resources 
 

Lecturer (8 hours)  

Fourth Year 

ANU 

2003 Macroeconomics 3 Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year ANU 

2003 Graduate Diploma 
Macroeconomics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Graduate ANU 

2003 Money & Banking  
and Monetary Policy 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year University  
Of Cambridge 

2003 Microeconomics Lecturer 
(8 hours) 

First Year UC 

2003 Introduction 
To Microeconomics 

Tutor First Year University 
Of Bristol 
 

2002 Finance Theory Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Fourth Year University 
of Tasmania 

2002 Macroeconomic  
Theory and Policy 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year UT 

2002 Banking, Financial Markets 
and Institutions 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year UT 

2001 Methods of Economic Inquiry Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Fourth Year UT 

2001 Financial Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year UT 

2001 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year UT 

2000 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year UT 

2000 Methods of Economic Inquiry 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Fourth Year UT 

2000 Financial Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year UT 

1999 East Asian Tigers 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Second/Third Year UT 

1999 Financial Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year UT 

1999 East Asian Financial Systems 
in Crisis 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year/Fourth 
Year/Graduate 

Duke 
University 

1998 Financial Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Third Year UT 

1998 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1998 Methods of Economic Inquiry Co-ordinator  UT 
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 & Lecturer Fourth Year 
1997 Macroeconomic Theory and 

Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1997 Money, Banking and Financial 
Institutions 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1997 Methods of Economic Inquiry 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Fourth Year 

UT 

1996 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1996 Money, Banking and Financial 
Institutions 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1995 Methods of Economic Inquiry 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Fourth Year 

UT 

1995 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1995 Methods of Economic Inquiry 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Fourth Year 

UT 

1994 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1994 Methods of Economic Inquiry 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Fourth Year 

UT 

1994 Intermediate Macroeconomics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Second Year 

UT 

1993 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1993 Methods of Economic Inquiry 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Fourth Year 

UT 

1993 International Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1992 International Trade 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 
 

Second Year UT 

1992 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1992 Australian Political Economy 
 

Lecturer  
Second Year 

UT 

1991 International Trade 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Second Year UT 

1991 Macroeconomic Theory and 
Policy 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

 
Third Year 

UT 

1991 History of Economic Thought 
 

Lecturer Third Year Victoria University of 
Wellington 
 

1991 International Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year VUW 

1990 History of Economic Thought 
 

Lecturer Third Year VUW 

1990 International Economics 
 

Co-ordinator 
& Lecturer 

Third Year VUW 

1990 Monetary Economics 
 

Lecturer Third Year VUW 

1989 History of Economic Thought 
 

Lecturer  
Third Year 

VUW 

1989 International Economics 
 

Lecturer Third Year VUW 
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1989 Monetary Economics 
 

Lecturer Third Year VUW 

1988 Macroeconomics Lecturer 
 

First Year VUW 

1987 Intermediate Macro Tutor Second Year University of Exeter 
 

1987 Quantitative Methods Tutor 
 

First Year UoE 

1987 Macroeconomics Tutor 
 

First Year UoE 

1986 History of Economic Thought 
 

Tutor Third Year London School of 
Economics 

1981 Macroeconomics Tutor First Year University of Sydney 
 

 
 

Service to the University, Profession and 
Community 
 
 

Theses supervised. 
 
‘Australian Exports and Foreign Direct Investment’ Ling Hnag Ngee 
 
‘The Effects of the lags in Activist Policy in the Australian Business Cycle’ Jonathan Garde 
 
‘Financial Development and Economic Growth in Asia’ Dianna Howard 
 
‘Partisan Business Cycles in Australia’ Tim West 
 
‘The Goals of Foreign Exchange Intervention by the RBA’ Jason Allford 
 
‘The Determinants of the Demand for NBL Basketball’ Alan Pullen 

 
 
University Administration 
 

Director, Research School of Economics, Australian National University, January-March 
2014 
 
Deputy Director (Education), Research School of Economics, Australian National 
University (January 2013- March 2014). 
 
ANU University Medal Selection Committee, 2013, 2014, 2015. 
 

 
Academic Society Administration 
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2009-2011  Convenor Australian Conference of Economists 2011 
 
This was a major conference that,  

• had as plenary speakers  Hal Varian (Chief Economist, Google), Charlie Bean (Deputy Governor 

Bank of England) and Glenn Hubbard (former  Chair of US Council of Economic Advisors), among 

several others 

• had 434  delegates (plus 170 to the Public Policy Symposium) 

• earned a surplus of  $90,704 

 
2008-    President of the Canberra Branch of the Economics Society of  
   Australia  
 
2008-   Council Member of the History of Economic Thought Society of  
   Australia  
  
2007-2011  Committee Member of the Economics Society of Australia (Canberra 

Branch) 
 
2000 -2007  CEO (= President and Treasurer) of the History of Economic Thought 
   Society of Australia  
 
1992 to 1999  Committee Member of the Economics Society of Australia 

(Tasmanian Branch) 
 
 
 
 
 
Journal Editorships 
 
2007-2022 . Editor, Agenda: a Journal of Policy Analysis and Reform 
 
2012   CoEditor of the Special Issue of the Economic Record (volume 88) 

devoted to a refereed selection of the papers of the 2011 Australian 
Conference of Economists  

 
 
1999 -2006  Book Reviewer editor of the Economic Record from the December 1999 

issue and March 2006 issue. WOC has commissioned, received and 
edited 161 reviews.  
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‘Freedom to Choose’ Conference Organisation  
 
 
 
2015 Organiser, 31th Conference of the History of Economic Thought Society of 

Australia¸ . 
 
 
 
Conference Organisation. 
 
 
2016-7 Chair and Organiser, 31th Conference of the History of Economic Thought 

Society of Australia¸ 25-27 Australian National University. 
 
 
2009-2011 Convenor, 40th Australian Conference of Economists 
 
2001  Co-Organiser, 15th Conference of the History of Economic Thought Society 
  of Australia, University of   Tasmania 
 
 
1998   Co-Organiser, Third Australian Macroeconomics Workshop, University of 
  Tasmania 
 
 
Public Lecture Organisation. 
 
1997-2002  Co-ordinator of ‘The Giblin Lecture’, an annual public lecture hosted by the  
  School of Economics of the University of Tasmania. Over that period  
  the Giblin Lecturers were, 
 
   1997:  William Baumol 
   1998:  Anne Krueger 
   1999:  Max Corden 
   2000:  Ian Harper 
   2001:  Ian Macfarlane, Governor of the Reserve Bank of Australia 
   2002:  Don Brash, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of New  
    Zealand 
 
Talks and Panel Memberships 

 
 

Invited Speaker, ‘The boom of 1890 and now' - revisited in 2019’ 
Canberra, Economic Society of Australia, 4 July 2019. 
 
Invited Panel Speaker, ‘The History of Australasian Economics’, Sydney, Australian 
Conference of Economists, 17 July 2017. 
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Invited Panel Speaker, ‘Law and Economics in Australia’, ANU, Annual Australian Law 
and Economics Meeting, 4 November 2016,  
 
Invited Speaker, ‘Why has Neoliberalism Declined’, CBE @ the Pub, 2 November  
2016. 
 
Invited Panel Speaker, “The Future of the History of Economic Thought" History of 
Economic Thought Society of Australia 2014 Conference, Auckland, 11 July 
2014 
 
‘The Global Financial Crisis: Lessons from the Past’, Centre for Independent 
Studies, Sydney, 26 February 2009 
 
‘Australia, 2006’, Embassy of the People’s Republic of China, Canberra, 7 
December 2006. 
 
Launch of Giblin’s Platoon, Sir Roland Wilson Foundation, Canberra, 2 August 
2006 
 
Launch of Giblin’s Platoon, Reserve Bank of Australia, Sydney, 8 June 2006 
 
Invited Seminarian, ‘Foreign Policy Seminar: International Law’, Centre For 
Independent Studies Seminar, Sydney, 23 February 2005. 
 

Invited Speaker ‘Foreign Policy Seminar: Huntingdon on American Identity’, Centre 
For Independent Studies Seminar, Sydney, May 2004 
 
“Economics and its Enemies”, Adam Smith Club, Melbourne, 16 July 2003.  
 
“Economics and its Enemies”, Institute of Economic Affairs, London, 7 February 
2003.  
 
“Economics and its Enemies”, Economic Society of Australia (ACT Branch), 
Canberra, November 28 2002. 
 
Invited Seminarian, ‘Friedman and Saul’, Liberty Fund Seminar, Hobart, November 
2002. 
 
Invited Speaker in the Panel Discussion, “U.S. Trade Policy”, A.G.M. Economic 
Society of   Australia (Tasmanian Branch), University of Tasmania, 23 September 
2002  
 
“Exasperating Calculators: The Rage over Economic Rationalism and the Campaign 
against Australian Economists”, Institute of Public Affairs, 3 June 2001. 
 
 “Economic Reform”, Sydney Institute, July 3 2001. 
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“The Regulation of Financial Markets”; 4 Lectures to the Australian Federal Treasury, 
27/28 October 1998, as part of the 1998 Refresher School for Federal Treasury 
(supplied by the ANU). 
 
Invited Panel Speaker, “What Questions Should Macroeconomic Research Address?”, 
First Australian Macroeconomics Workshop, University of Melbourne, 9 April 1996 
 
Invited Speaker at Centre for the Study of the History of Economic Thought 
Workshop, "Economics and Time", University of Sydney, 12 November 1993. 
 

 
Discussantship 

 
 

Discussant, Mt Pelerin Society General Meeting ,Sydney, 19 October 2010 
 
Discussant, Australian Honours Degree Colloquium, ANU, 27 August 2009 

 
 Discussant Behavioural Macroeconomics Conference 22-23 June 2009, H.C. 
 Coombs Training Centre 
 
 Discussant, 14th Australasian Macroeconomics Workshop, Deakin University,  8 
April 2009 

 
 Discussant, 12th Australasian Macroeconomics Workshop, La Trobe University, 
 12 April 2007 

 
 Discussant, 10th Australasian Macroeconomics Workshop, University of 
 Melbourne, 29 March 2005 
 
 Discussant, Annual PhD Conference in Economics and Business, ANU, 10 
 November 2004 
 
 Discussant, 9th Australasian Macroeconomics Workshop, ANU, 15 April 2004 
 
 Discussant, 5th Australian Macroeconomics Workshop, University of 
 Queensland, 27 April 2000 
 
 Discussant, 3rd Australian Macroeconomics Workshop, University of Tasmania 
 April 16 1998 
 

 Discussant, 12th Australian Economic Theory Workshop, University of Tasmania, 
 10 February 1994 
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Op-Ed Pieces 
 
 The Sydney Morning Herald    22 January 2013 

 The Australian    14 January 2013 

 The Australian Financial Review   5 September 2006 

 The Australian Financial Review   10 August 2006 

 The Australian Financial Review  19 February 2002 

 The Australian    17 November 2004 

 The Australian Financial Review  19 February 2002 

 The Age     February 2002 

 
 
Blog Posts  

 
 
‘Australia in Three Words, 1. ‘Mateship’ 
‘Australia in Three Words, 2. ‘Kangaroo Court’ 
 
http://blog.oup.com/ 
 
 

Journal Refereeing 
 
Australian Economic History Review,  
Australian Economic Papers,  
Constitutional Political Economy 
Business History, 
Economic Papers, 
Economics and Philosophy 
Economic Record,  
History of Economics Review,  
History of Political Economy,  
International Review of Economics Education, 
The Journal of Business History 
The Journal of Macroeconomics,  
The Journal of the History of Economic Thought,  
New Zealand Economic Papers, 
Oxford Economic Papers 
Pacific Economic Papers 
 
 
Book Refereeing 
 
Routledge 

http://blog.oup.com/
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John Wiley  
Jacaranda   
Edward Elgar 
 
Prize Judgement 
Selection Panel member, J. Crawford Award, 2007. 
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Referees  
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